
mkownacki@judicialwatch.org 

.:: 

Esq. (mbekesha@judicialwatch.org) 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL 


1 600 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1600 

April 11, 2014 

Matthew Kownacki 
Judicial Watch 

Via Email only to 

Re: Judicial Watch v. DoD, 13-cv-1343 (JOB) 

Dear Mr. Kownacki, 

Please find attached the final release in response to your June 7, 2013, FOIA request for ''[a]ll 
records concerning, regarding, or relating to Admiral McRaven's 2011 directive to purge 
USSOCOM systems of all records related to the operation leading to the death of Usama bin laden on 
or about May I. 2011." 

As you are aware, since our production on January 31, 2014. DoD conducted a more 
comprehensive search to ensure the identification of any and all responsive records. The attached 
records are the result of that search. To address your objection to our previous determination that the 
majority of the email from Admiral McRaven was not responsive to your request, we have processed 
the entirety of each record. We continue to assert the validity of the other redactions. Again, the 
recipients and senders of most of the emails have been withheld under FOIA Exemptions 6 and 3. 
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 130(b), which allows for the withholding of the names of personnel in 
overseas, sensitive, or routinely deployable units. The redactions on the CIA memo are proper under 
Exemption 3, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 3507. The other redactions within the responsive records were 
made pursuant to FOIA Exemption l ,  to withhold information the unauthorized disclosure of which 
reasonably could be expected to cause serious damage to the national security , pursuant to Executive 
Order 13526, Sections I .2(a)(2) ("secret" classification level); I .4(a) (military operations). These 
redactions either relate to classification markings, the release of which could reveal classified 
information, or would reveal which component(s) of USSOCOM participated in the mission, which 
remains a classified fact. 

Sincerely, 

Mark H. Herrington 
Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Litigation Counsel 

Encl: As stated. 
cc: Michael Bekesha, 

Judicial Watch 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Categories: 

CLASSIFICATION: SEeREf 

CAVEATS: NONE 

TERMS: NONE 

Gentlemen, 

Despite the abundance of open source media reporting, Operation Neptune's 
Spear remains classified. It was, and remains, a Title 50 mission. Director, 
Central Intelligence Agency, is the release authority for all Neptune's Spear 
related material. 

Classification Guidance: Operation Neptune's Spear material remains SECRET 
NOFORN. All related material produced by CIA remains classified as originally 
marked Several Special Access Programs were involved during 

(b)!3}(10 use 130bl (b)(6) 
(b)(3)(10 USC 

(b)(6), (b)(3J(10 use 130b) 

(b)(6), (b)(3)(10 USC 130b) 

• • 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Long Term 

the mission and remained protected by those SAP caveats. 

One particular item that I want to emphasize is photos; particularly UBLs 
remains. At this point - all photos should have been turned over to the CIA; if 
you still have them destroy them immediately or get them to 

Official briefings. There will continue to be an appetite for official briefings from 
within our own DoD, IA, and governmental circles. If these are requested of 
individuals or units that were part of the mission (b)(1 )1 4a 

route this request through the We will be realistic about these requests. 
(b)(1 )1.4a 

There will be an official CIA- Center for the Study of Intelligence (CSI) I 
Joint venture that will take place in the coming weeks to capture AAR points and 
the historical nature of the event. This will be led by CSI ICW w/ our (b)(1 )1 4a 

team. My intent is that we will fully and openly participate in this joint venture 
with our CIA partners. 



Operation Neptune's Spear 

exceedingly proud 

f�:r �.J, 

Administrative Guidance: Participants can reference 
in OERs, NCOERs, FITREPs and award recommendations. Avoid specific 
references to the target, the target location, or SAP protected assets involved. 

Public Affairs Guidance: Do not entertain journalist queries. Refer all media 
interviews requests to the SOCOM Public Affairs Office. 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Guidance. We are currently working with 
USSOCOM on FOIA responses. My intent is for all requests for information 

(b)(1)1 4areceived by about this operation be referred, without 
comment, to USSOCOM. 

I am of your performance during this mission. But, we need 
to protect those operators and that participated in the mission to ensure their 
safety and the safety of their families. 

Thanks, McRaven 

DERIVED FROM: MANUAL 380-5 
DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE 

DATE OF SOURCE: 1 MAY 2006 

CLASSIFICATION W/O ATCH: SECRET 

CAVEATS W/O ATCH: NONE 

TERMS W/O ATCH: NONE 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 
CAVEATS: NONE 

TERMS: NONE 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

OPA Notice To 50 USC 3507 

Office of Public Affairs cc 

bee 

Subject Message from the Director: Leaming From Our Success 

05/0912011 10:04 AM 

As we have made clear both inside and outside the ClA over lhe past week, the operation that 
found and killed Usama Bin Ladin demonstrates the very best in intelligence collection, analysis, 
targeting, collaboration, and, I would even say, imagination. rhis success was years in the 
making and of tremendous historic significance. We have an obligation to learn all we can from 
it and apply those lessons to future operations. 

I have a.-.ked the Center for the Study of Intelligence, our Agency's think tank, to examine and 
record the keys to this operation's success. The Center's multidisciplinary experts-historians, 
intelligence practitioners in all mission areas, and lessons-learned specialists-will conduct 
interviews, examine the documentation, and write a report so that C'TA officers of today and 
tomorrow can fully understand how we solved one of the most difficult intelligence puzzles of 

----Qur time:-and.-ultimately accomplished oneùf the-greatest successes in Agency-history. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the CIA will benefit from chis study, that officers from every 
Directorate will learn valuable lessons from it, and that they will apply those Je<;sons toward 
future success. Plus, I can guarantee you, it's one hell of a story. 

Leon E. Panetta 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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OPSEC Guidance I Neptune Spear 
Dir Panetta Memo.pdf 

From: McRaven, Bill H VAOM 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

CLASSIFICATION.-SECRET 

CAVEATS NONE 
TERMS: NONE 

Gentlemen, 

Despite the abundance of open source media reporting, Operation Neptune's 
Spear remains classified. It was, and remains, a Title 50 mission. Director, 
Central Intelligence Agency, is the release authority for all Neptune's Spear 
related material. 

Classification Guidance: Operation Neptune's Spear material remains SECRET 
NOFORN. All related material produced by CIA remains classified as originally 

Several Special Access Programs were involved during 
the mission and remained protected by those SAP caveats. 

One particular item that I want to emphasize is photos; particularly UBLs 
remains. At this point - all photos should have been turned over to the CIA; if 
you still have them destroy them immediately or get them to the-

Official briefings. There will continue to be an appetite for official briefings from 

marked 

individuals or units that were 
within our own DoD, IA, and governmental circles. If these are re uested of 

· ·the mission 
route this request through will be realistic about these requests. 

There will be an official CIA- Center for the Study of Intelligence (CSI) /­


Joint venture that will take place in the coming weeks to capture 

the historical nature of the event. This will be led by CSI I CW w/ 

team. My intent is that we will fully and openly participate in this joint venture 

with our CIA partners. 


The cover term, Neptune's Spear, is unclassified. 




Operation Neptune's Spear 

�s. 
by-

exceedinglyproudof 
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The cover term, Neptune's Spear, is unclassified. 

Administrative Guidance: Participants can reference 

in OERs, NCOERs, FITREPs and award recommendations. Avoid specific 
references to the target, the target location, or SAP protected assets involved. 

Public Affairs Guidance: Do not entertain journalist queries. Refer all media 
interviews requests to the SOCOM Public Affairs Office. 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Guidance. We are currently working with 
USSOCOM My intent is for all requests for information 
received about this operation be referred, without 
comment, to USSOCOM. 

I am your performance during this mission. But, we need 
to protect those operators and that participated in the mission to ensure their 
safety and the safety of their families. 

Thanks, McRaven 

DERIVED FROM: MANUAL 380-5 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE 

DATE OF SOURCE. 1MAY2006 

CLASSIFICATION W/O ATCH: SECRET 

CAVEATS W/O ATCH: NONE 

TERMS W/O ATCH. NONE 

CLASSIFICATION: SEGRE+ 

CAVEATS· NONE 

TERMS· NONE 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

OPA Notice To (b){3)50 USC 3507 

Qff;oo of Public Affairs cc 
(b)(3)50 USC 3507 bee 

Subject ,_.essage rrom the Director· Leaming From Our Success 

OSJOQ'2011 10·04 AM 

As we have made clear both inside and outside the ClA over the pa<;t week. the operation that 
found and killed Usama Bin Ladin demonstrate.<: rhe very best in intelligence collection, analysis, 
targeting, collaboration. and, I would even say, imagination. This success was year; in the 
making and of tremendous historic significance. We have an obligation to learn all we can from 
it and apply those le sons to future operations. 

I have aJ>ked the Cenrcr for rhe Study of lntemgencc, our Agency's think tank. to examine and 
record the keys to this operation's success. TI1e Center's multidisciplinary experts-historians, 
intelligence practitioners in aJI mission area'i, and lessons-learned specialist -v.ill conduct 
interviews, examine the documentation, and write a report so that CIA officers of today and 
tomorrO\\ can fully understand how "e solved one of the most difficult intelligence puzzles of 

-- i>ur-1ime;--and, ul timatcly accomplished Clnc of the greatest successe-; in Agency history. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the CIA will benefit from this 4'tudy, that officers from every 
Directorate will learn vaJuable lessons from it. and that they will apply those le.c;son<> toward 
future success. Plus. 1 can guarantee you, it's one hell of a story. 

Leon E. Panetta 

UNCLASSIFIE:::> 
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From: (b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

�f.l1'J9.'iF-t'Jirw..c•H•· • ' 
[bl{8), (b)(3)(10 USC 130b) 

Subject: 

-yes, he saw it. Thx vr • • 

From: 

Sent: o 
To: 
Cc: 

Neptune Spear (SECRET) 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 
CAVEATS: NONE 
TERMS. NONE 

Sir -
FYI. MG Votel would have seen this as part of the @GO distro list. 

-

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 
CAVEATS: NONE 
TERMS· NONE 

Gentlemen, 

Despite the abundance of open source media reporting, Operation Neptune's 
Spear remains classified. It was, and remains, a Title 50 mission. Director, 
Central Intelligence Agency, is the release authority for all Neptune's Spear 
related material. 
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Operation Neptune's Spear 

exceedingly proud 

Classification Guidance: 
NOFORN. All 
marked 
the mission and remained protected by those SAP caveats. 

f.,.,,'f #'"3 
Operation Neptune's Spear material remains SECRET 

material produced by CIA remains classified as originally 
Several Special Access Programs were involved during 

One particular item that I want to emphasize is photos; particularly UBLs 
remains. At this point - all photos should have been turned over to the CIA; if 
you still have them destroy them immediately or get them to the (b)(1 )1 4a 

Official briefings. There will continue to be an appetite for official briefings from 
within our own DoD, IA, and governmental circles. If these are requested of 
individuals or units that were part of the mission (b)(1)1 4a 

route this request through the about these requests. 


There will be an official CIA- Center for the Study of Intelligence (CSI) I 

Joint venture that will take place in the coming weeks to capture 

the historical nature of the event. This will be led by CSI ICW w/ 

team. My intent is that we will fully and openly participate in this joint venture 

with our CIA partners. 


The cover term, Neptune's Spear, is unclassified. 


Administrative Guidance: Participants can reference 

in OERs, NCOERs, FITREPs and award recommendations. Avoid specific 
references to the target, the target location, or SAP protected assets involved. 

Public Affairs Guidance: Do not entertain journalist queries. Refer all media 
interviews requests to the SOCOM Public Affairs Office. 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Guidance. We are currently working with 
USSOCOM on FOIA res onses. My intent is for all requests for information 
received by · · about this operation be referred, without 
comment, to 

I am of your performance during this mission. But, we need 
to protect those operators and that participated in the mission to ensure their 
safety and the safety of their families. 

Thanks, McRaven 



DERIVED FROM: MANUAL 380-5 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE 

DATE OF SOURCE: 1MAY2006 

CLASSIFICATION W/O ATCH: SECRET 

CAVEATS W/O ATCH: NONE 

TERMS W/O ATCH: NONE 

CLASSIFICATION. -SECRCr 

CAVEATS: NONE 

TERMS: NONE 

DERIVED FROM. MANUAL 380-5 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE 

DATE OF SOURCE. 1 MAY 2006 

CLASSIFICATION W/O ATCH: SECREf 

CAVEATS W/O ATCH: NONE 

TERMS W/O ATCH. NONE 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

CAVEATS: NONE 

TERMS. NONE 

Classification: SECRET 

Caveats: NONE 
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From: (b){6). (b)(3)(10 USC 130b) 

Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

CLASSIFICATION· SECREf 
CAVEATS: NONE 
TERMS· NONE 

Ack all Sir, and wilco. 

-

-

(b)(6). (b)(3J(10 use 130bl 

CLASSIFICATION· SECRET 
CAVEATS: NONE 
TERMS: NONE 

Gentlemen, 

Despite the abundance of open source media reporting, Operation Neptune's 
Spear remains classified. It was, and remains, a Title 50 mission. Director, 
Central Intelligence Agency, is the release authority for all Neptune's Spear 
related material. 

( o�3 
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Operation Neptune's Spear 

�s. 
by-

exceedingly proud 

individuals or units that were part of the mission 
route this request through the We will be realistic about these requests. 

(b)(1)1.4a 
There will be an official CIA- Center for the Study of Intelligence (CSI) I 

,- •( tt- 'f �,-.u. 

Classification Guidance: Operation Neptune's Spear material remains SECRET 

NOFORN. All related material produced by CIA remains classified as originally 
marked Several Special Access Programs were involved during 
the mission and remained protected by those SAP caveats. 

One particular item that I want to emphasize is photos; particularly UBLs 
remains. At this point - all photos should have been turned if 
you still have them destroy them immediately or get them to 

Official briefings. There will continue to be an appetite for official briefings from 

within our own DoD, IA, and governmental circles. If these are re uested of 

Joint venture that will take place in the coming weeks to capture 
the historical nature of the event. This will be led by CSI ICW w/ 
team. My intent is that we will fully and openly participate in this joint venture 
with our CIA partners. 

The cover term, Neptune's Spear, is unclassified. 

Administrative Guidance: Participants can reference 

in OERs, NCOERs, FITREPs and award recommendations. Avoid specific 
references to the target, the target location, or SAP protected assets involved. 

Public Affairs Guidance: Do not entertain journalist queries. Refer all media 
interviews requests to the SOCOM Public Affairs Office. 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Guidance. We are currently working with 
USSOCOM My intent is for all requests for information 
received about this operation be referred, without 
comment, to USSOCOM. 

I am of your performance during this mission. But, we need 
to protect those operators and that participated in the mission to ensure their 
safety and the safety of their families. 

Thanks, McRaven 
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DERIVED FROM: MANUAL 380-5 

DECLASSIFY ON. 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE 

DATE OF SOURCE: 1MAY2006 

CLASSIFICATION W/O ATCH: SECRET 

CAVEATS W/O ATCH: NONE 

TERMS W/O ATCH: NONE 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

CAVEATS. NONE 

TERMS: NONE 

DERIVED FROM: MANUAL 380-5 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE 

DATE OF SOURCE: 1MAY2006 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

CAVEATS: NONE 

TERMS. NONE 

3 



tPM·t1t1t1• on ay, ay , : PM 

the 
(b)(1)1 . 4a 

We will be realistic about these requests. 
(b)(1)1.4a 

From: 
Sent: 
To: McRaven, Bill H VADM 
Subject: RE: OPSEC Guidance I Neptune Spear 

CLASSIFICATION. SECRET 
CAVEATS· NONE 
TERMS· NONE 

Understand all sir, willco. 

CLASSIFICATION. SECRET 

v/r 

CAVEATS· NONE 
TERMS. NONE 

Gentlemen, 

Despite the abundance of open source media reporting, Operation Neptune's 
Spear remains classified. It was, and remains, a Title 50 mission. Director, 
Central Intelligence Agency, is the release authority for all Neptune's Spear 
related material. 

Classification Guidance: Operation Neptune's Spear material remains SECRET 
NOFORN. All related material produced by CIA remains classified as originally 

Several Special Access Programs were involved during marked 
the mission and remained protected by those SAP caveats. 

One particular item that I want to emphasize is photos; particularly UBLs 
remains. At this point - all photos should have been turned over to the CIA; if 
you still have them destroy them immediately or get them to 

Official briefings. There will continue to be an appetite for official briefings from 
within our own DoD, IA, and governmental circles. If these are requested of 
individuals or units that were part of the mission (b){1J1.4a 

route this request through the 



�b)(1)1.4a 

AAR�nd 
our­

Operation Neptune's Spear 

exceedingly proud 

There will be an official CIA- Center for the Study of Intelligence (CSI) 
Joint ven�ure that will take place in th� coming weeks to capture 

_ .the h1storacal nature of the event. This will be led by CSI ICW w/ 

team. My intent is that we will fully and openly participate in this joint venture 

with our CIA partners. 


The cover term, Neptune's Spear, is unclassified. 


Administrative Guidance: Participants can reference 

in OERs, NCOERs, FITREPs and award recommendations. Avoid specific 
references to the target, the target location, or SAP protected assets involved. 

Public Affairs Guidance: Do not entertain journalist queries. Refer all media 
interviews requests to the SOCOM Public Affairs Office. 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Guidance. We are currently working with 

about this operation be referred, without 

of your performance during this mission. But, we need 

USSOCOM on FOIA responses. My intent is for all requests for information 
received b 
comment, to USSOCOM. 

I am 
to protect those operators and that participated in the mission to ensure their 
safety and the safety of their families. 

Thanks, McRaven 

DERIVED FROM: MANUAL 380-5 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE 

DATE OF SOURCE: 1MAY2006 

CLASSIFICATION W/O ATCH: SECRET 

CAVEATS W/O ATCH NONE 

TERMS W/O ATCH: NONE 

CLASSIFICATION. SEGRH 

CAVEATS· NONE 

TERMS. NONE 

DERIVED FROM· MANUAL 380-5 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE 

DATE OF SOURCE. 1MAY2006 

2 



CLASSIFICATION: SECRE"F 

CAVEATS: NONE 

TERMS: NONE 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

McRaven 8111 H VADM 
(b)(6), (b)(3)(10 USC 130b) 

Draft OPSEC Guidance Attached • 


OPSEC Guidance I Neptune Spear 


CLASSIFICATION. SECRET 
CAVEATS: NONE 
TERMS NONE 

(b)(1 )1.4a 
Int rnal to e com-nand 

Recommend e P.Ccially given the intereat from CIA for capturing this for historical/ lessons 
learned ICW our· � 

CSI I CIA memo from DIR Panetta attached to base document. 

Att ched Em ii ready to send w/ draft rC\marks and nddre ees. P nding quec:-tion(' -· 

DERIVED FROM: MANUAL 380-5 
DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE 
DATE OF SOURCE. 1 MAY 2006 

CLASSIFICATION W/0 ATCH: SECRET 
CAVEATS W/O ATCH· NONE 
TERMS W/O ATCH· NONE 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 
CAVEATS NONE 
TERMS· NONE 



AAR�nd 
our­

Operation Neptune's Spear 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

OPSEC Guidance I Neptune Spear 
Dir Panetta Memo.pdf 

Gentlemen, 

Despite the abundance of open source media reporting, Operation Neptune's 
Spear remains classified. It was, and remains, a Title 50 mission. Director, 
Central Intelligence Agency, is the release authority for all Neptune's Spear 
related material. 

Classification Guidance: Operation Neptune's Spear material remains SECRET 
All related material produced by CIA remains classified as originally 

Several Special Access Programs were involved during 
NOFORN. 
marked 
the mission and remained protected by those SAP caveats. 

One particular item that I want to emphasize is photos; particularly UBLs 
remains. At this point - all photos should have been turned over to the CIA; if 
you still have them destroy them immediately or get them to the (b)(1)1.4a 

Official briefings. There will continue to be an appetite for official briefings from 
within our own DoD, IA, and governmental circles. If these are requested of 

(b)(1)1 4a individuals or units that were P-art of the mission 
route this request through thelll We will be realistic about these requests. 

(b)(1 )1.4a � 
There will be an official CIA- Center for the Study of Intelligence (CSI) I 
Joint venture that will take place in the coming weeks to capture 
the historical nature of the event. This will be led by CSI ICW w/ 

My intent is that we will fully and openly participate in this joint venture team. 

with our CIA partners. 


The cover term, Neptune's Spear, is unclassified. 


Administrative Guidance: Participants can reference 

in OERs, NCOERs, FITREPs and award recommendations. Avoid specific 

references to the target, the target location, or SAP protected assets involved. 
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Public Affairs Guidance: Do not entertain journalist queries. Refer all media 
interviews requests to the SOCOM Public Affairs Office. 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Guidance. We are currently working with 
USSOCOM My intent is for all requests for information 
received about this operation be referred, without 
comment, to USSOCOM. 

I am of your performance during this mission. But, we need 
to protect those operators and that participated in the mission to ensure their 
safety and the safety of their families. 

Thanks, McRaven 

2 
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O"'ce or Public Affairs 
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05r.:l912011 10:04 AM 

GNCLASSIF:E:> 

To 50 USC 3507 

bee 

Subject Message from the Director: Leaming From Our Success 

As we have made clear both inside and outside the CIA over the past week. the operation that 
found and killed Usama Bin Ladin demonstrates the very best in intelligence collection. analvsis. 
targeting, collaboration. and, I would even say, imagination. Thi-; succc-;s was years in the 
making and of tremendous historic significance. We have an obligation to IC'am all we can from 
it and apply those lessons to future operations. 

I have asked the Center for the Study of Intelligence, our Agency's think tank. to examine and 
record the keys to this operation's success. The Center's multidisciplinary cxpertó-historians, 
intelligence practitioners in all mission areaH. and lessons-learned epccialists-will conduct 
intervicv.e. examine the documentation. and write a report so that CIA officers of today and 
tomorrow can fully understand how we solved one of the most difficult intelligence puzzles of 
our time. ôd. ultimate! · accomplimcd one of the greatest succes$eS in Af!ency history. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the CIA will benefit from this study. that officers from every 
Directorate will learn valuable lessons from it. and that they wiJI apply tholic lessons toward 
future success. Plus, I can guarantee you, it's one hell of a story. 

Leon E. Panetta 

UNCLASSIFIED 



F "d 

Cc: 

(b)(6). (b)(3)(10 USC 130b) 

u1 ance 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: OPSEC Guidance I Neptune Spear 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 
CAVEATS: NONE 
TERMS NONE 

Sir - attached email; the Chief and I scrubbed w/ the JAG one final time. -is good w/ 

this. 

From:(b}(6), (b)(3)(10 USC 130b) 

Sent M 13 2011 2:10 PM 
To: (b)(6), (b)(3)(10 USC 130b) 

Subject: OPSEC Guidance 

CLASSIFICATION: -seeRE'f 
CAVEATS: NONE 
TERMS NONE 

-caught two typos. Here it is again. 

From: McRaven, Bill H VADM 
Sent: Frida Ma 13 201111:55 AM 
To:' 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 
CAVEATS· NONE 
TERMS: NONE 

-I am ready to send out the below guidance, but I wanted to ensure there 

wasn't anything else you wanted to add. 

1 



Q1Q · 

the• 

points 
our­

Operation Neptune's Spear 

USSOCO 

within our own DoD, IA, and governmental circles. If these are re uested of 
individuals or units that were of the mission · 

route this request through We will be realistic about these requests. 

There will be an official CIA- Center for the Study of Intelligence (CSI) I 
(b)( 1 )1 4a 

Joint venture that will take place in the coming weeks to capture AAR and 
the historical nature of the event. This will be led by CSI ICW w/ 
team. My intent is that we will fully and openly participate in this joint venture 
with our ClA partners. 

The cover term, Neptune's Spear, is unclassified. 

Gentlemen, 

Despite the abundance of open source media reporting, Operation Neptune's 
Spear remains classified. It was, and remains, a Title 50 mission. Director, 
Central Intelligence Agency, is the release authority for all Neptune's Spear 
related material. 

Classification Guidance: Operation Neptune's Spear material remains SECRET 
NOFORN. All related material produced by CIA remains classified as originally 

Several Special Access Programs were involved during marked 
the mission and remained protected by those SAP caveats. 

One particular item that I want to emphasize is photos; particularly UBLs 
remains. At this point - all photos should have been turned over to the CIA; if 
you still have them destroy them immediately or get them to the (b)(1 )1 4a 

Official briefings. There will continue to be an appetite for official briefings from 

Administrative Guidance: Participants can reference 

in OERs, NCOERs, FITREPs and award recommendations. Avoid specific 
references to the target, the target location, or SAP protected assets involved. 

Public Affairs Guidance: Do not entertain journalist queries. Refer all media 
interviews requests to the SOCOM Public Affairs Office. 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Guidance. We are currently working with 
My intent is for all requests for information 

received bout this operation be referred, without 
comm en 

2 



exceedinglyproudof I am your performance during this mission. But, we need 
to protect those operators and that participated in the mission to ensure their 
safety and the safety of their families. 

Thanks, McRaven 

DERIVED FROM: MANUAL 380-5 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE 

DATE OF SOURCE: 1MAY2006 

CLASSIFICATION: "SECRE'.f 

CAVEATS· NONE 

TERMS: NONE 

DERIVED FROM: MANUAL 380-5 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE 

DATE OF SOURCE: 1 MAY 2006 

CLASSIFICATION W/O ATCH: SECRET 

CAVEATS W/O ATCH: NONE 

TERMS W/O ATCH: NONE 

CLASSIFICATION: SEeRff 

CAVEATS: NONE 

TERMS· NONE 

DERIVED FROM: MANUAL 380-5 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE 

DATE OF SOURCE: 1MAY2006 

CLASSIFICATION W/O ATCH· "SECRET 

CAVEATS W/O ATCH: NONE 

TERMS W/O ATCH: NONE 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

CAVEATS: NONE 

TERMS: NONE 



ove� ; 
the-

AA�nd 
our­

Operation Neptune's Spear 

There will be an official CIA- Center for the Study of Intelligence (CSI) (b)(1 )1 4a 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Gentlemen, 

-es ·t the abundance of open source media reporting, Operation Neptune's 

Sf6''"" emains classified. It was, and remains, a Title 50 mission. Director, 
Central Intelligence Agency, is the release authority for all Neptune's Spear 
related material. 

Classification Guidance: Operation Neptune's Spear material remains SECRET 
NOFORN. All related material produced by CIA remains classified as originally 
marked Several Special Access Programs were involved during 
the mission and remained protected by those SAP caveats. 

One particular item that I want to emphasize is photos; particularly UBLs 
remains. At this point - all photos should have been turned if 
you still have them destroy them immediately or get them to 

Official briefings. There will continue to be an appetite for official briefings from 
within our own DoD, IA, and governmental circles. If these are requested of 
individuals or units that were 
route this request through the 

Joint venture that will take place in the coming weeks to capture 
the historical nature of the event. This will be led by CSI ICW w/ 
team. My intent is that we will fully and openly participate in this joint venture 
with our CIA partners. 

The cover term, Neptune's Spear, is unclassified. 


Administrative Guidance: Participants can reference 

in OERs, NCOERs, FITREPs and award recommendations. Avoid specific 
references to the target, the target location, or SAP protected assets involved. 



exceedingly proud 

��;( tr'S-

Public Affairs Guidance: Do not entertain journalist queries. Refer all media 
interviews requests to the SOCOM Public Affairs Office. 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Guidance. We are currently working with 
USSOCOM on FOIA responses. My intent is for all requests for information 
received about this operation be referred, without 
comment, to USSOCOM. 

I am of your performance during this mission. But, we need 
to protect those operators and that participated in the mission to ensure their 
safety and the safety of their families. 

Thanks, McRaven 
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Office of Public Affairs 

50 USC 3507 

05/0912011 10:04 AM 

UNCLASSIFIED 

.so use 3507 

cc 

bee 

Subject ?essage from the Director: Leaming From Our Success 

As we have made clear both inside and oulc;ide the CIA over the pac;t week, the operation that 
found and killed Usama Bin Ladin demonstrates the very best in intelligence collection. analysis, 
targeting, collaboration, and, I would even say. imagination. This success was years in the 
making and of tremendous historic significance. We have an obligation to learn all we can from 
it and apply those lessons to future operations. 

I have asked the Center for the Study of Intelligence, our Agency's think tank. to examine and 
record the keys to this operation's success. The Center's multidisciplinary experts-historians, 
intelligence practitioners in all mission areas, and lessons-le:une<l specialists-will conduct 
interviews, examine the documentation, and write a report so that CIA officers of today and 

tomorrow can fully understand how we solved one of the most difficult intelligence puzzles of 
--- -our tirne:-and, ultimately accomplished one of-th�ereatest successes in Agency-history: 

There is no doubt in my mind that the CIA wiU benefit from this study, that officers from every 
Directorate will learn valuable lessons from it, and that they will apply those lessons toward 
future success. Plus, I can guarantee you, it's one hell of a story. 

Leon E. Panetta 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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From: (bX3)10 USC & 130b. (b)(6) 

Sent: 05, 2011 10:40 PM 
To: 

USC & 130b. (b)(6) 

CLASSIFICATION SECRET 
CAVEATS NOFORN 
TERMS NONE 

aommanders 

This is d1rect1ve in nature and is intended for immediate execution and compliance (b)(l )1.4a 

VADM McRaven directed units to consol date any data or documents pertaining to Operation Neptune s 
Spear (ONS) Due to the prescnbed command and control, and the hm1ted task organization which compnsed 
the force you are 1n a un.que situation you and members of your command were involved in the 
operation but your headquarters and subordinate uruts have no authonzation to hold or store any of the data 
associated wrth ONS; and more specifically. the er assoc witn ONS There are several actions that 
need to be completed m order to ensure tne ave met ADM Olson's 
and LTG Votel s guidance 

1. Data Collection. All data associated with ONS to nclude all d1g1tal documents. emails. etc will be 
collected and consohdated Any hard-copy documents magery. etc st I in 1our possession should 
also be consolidated Once consolidated, all data should a stand-alone I secure server or 
hm1ted access portal site. and categorized for reporting A final sweep of all servers 
computers and d191tal storage devices within your command will be conducted to ensure no one 
(serv ca 'Tlember, c1v1han emoloyee contractor etc) has any data or documents related to ONS This 
will be c ompleted NLT 31 August Once aata collection 1s complete. reclass1fica11on 

conduct h transfer of your data to data arehrves Any known 
or photos from ONS is considered CCIR (call immediately t o  the@IQ'IM 

COS or ACOS). Once all untls confrm comp,1ance .•w1ll conduct a server search of subordinate 
HOs to corf'll the removal of ONS Matena. 

2. Briefings No one 1s authorized to conduct briefngs about ONS Any briet1ngs to 
D1st1ngu1shed Visitors will be routed through the COS and approved by The approved 
shde presentation will be provided by this headquarters to your command ano you will ensure deletion I 

destruction of the brief when complete 

3. Awards There are some md1v1dual awards wn ch are sttll 1n the approva process 
(b)(1 )1.4a Th s required our •Awards section to 1t.eep a hmited number of narra 1ves for :ne 
awards st II aoo'oved The cutoff date for SuOM ss1on of any CNS-related a.varos ts 12 
August Aodrt oria y provide a complete list of within your command wnose awards 
are sttll on tnat date Tre- and a1so proVJde you guidance to ensure 
that ind1..,1dual orders for the PUCs are preserted n a manner to protect tne units and tne ind1v1duals 
involved with the ooerat1on 

Acknowledge receipt 

(b)(1)1.4a 
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SECRET 

(b)(3)10 USC & 130b, 
(b)(6) 
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CLASSIFIED BY 
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CONTAINS ·············· 
..IF YOU Rl:CEIVED THIS EMAIL IN ERROR. NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY 

DO NOT COPY OR FURTHER DISSEMINATE WITHOUT EXPLICIT PERMISSION FROM THE SENDER OR YOUR 

LOCAL PROGRAM CONTROL OFFICER1·· 
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To: (b)@_)_!9 130b , _ (b# )(_6) _________________________ �---

Cc: 
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USC & 

From: McRaven. 8111 H VAOM 

Sent: 13, 2011 5:09 PM 

(b)(3)10 USC & 130b, (b)(6) 
130b. (b)(6l(b)(3)10 use 

(b)(3)10 USC & 130b, (b)(6) 

Subject: OPSEC Guidance I Neptt.me Spear 
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Operation Neptune's Spear 
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by-about 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 
CAVEATS: NONE 
TERMS: NONE 

Gentlemen, 

Despite the abundance of open source media reporting, Operation Neptune's 
Spear remains classified. It was and remains, a Title 50 mission. Director, 
Central Intelligence Agency, is the release authority for all Ne�tune's Spear; 
related material. 

Classification Guidance: Operation Neptune's Spear material remains SECRET 
NOFORN. All related material produced by CIA remains classified as originally 
marked -- Several Special Access Programs were involved during 
the mission and remained protected by those SAP caveats. 

One particular item that I want to emphasize is photos; particularly UBLs 
remains. At this point - all photos should have been turned over to the CIA; if 
you still have them destroy them immediately or get them to the (b)(1 )1.4a 

Official briefings. There will continue to be an appetite for official briefings from 
within our own DoD, IA, and governmental circles. If these are requested of 
individuals or units that were part of the mission (b)(1 )1.4a 

route this request through the lll We will be realistic about these requests. 

There will be an official CIA- Center for the Study of Intelligence (CSI) 
Joint venture that will take place in the coming weeks to capture 

the historical nature of the event. This will be led by CSI ICW w/ 

team. My intent is that we will fully and openl� participate in this joint venture 
with our CIA partners. 

The cover term, Neptune's Spear, is unclassified. 

Administrative Guidance: Participants can reference 
in OERs, NCOERs, FITREPs and award recommendations. Avoid specific 
references to the target, the target location, or SAP protected assets involved. 

Public Affairs Guidance: Do not entertain journalist queries. Refer all media 
interviews requests to the SOCOM Public Affairs Office. 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Guidance. We are currently working with 
USSOCOM My intent is for all requests for information 
received this operation be referred, without 
comment, to USSOCOM. 
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� am of your performance during this mission. But, we need 
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to protect those operators and that participated in the mission to ensure their 

safety and the safety of their families. 

Thanks. McRaven 

3 



Driv, 

Drive 

· � 

�ourlastname 

-llllwill 

'l(b)(1)1.4al/ 

-
Briefs 

- Get all briefs to either the portal or S: 

- Ensure no briefings/ slides etc are left on you 

Email 

- Save all email to your functional account mailbox. Those who don't have a functional account will create 

a Personal folder on the shared drive S: with all NS related emails. Personal 

Folders should be labeled NS yourlastname. 

will clean all functional accounts off of BAF server and get all emails 

ill mo e al s 's and briefs to a removeable hard drive 
(b)(6)1.4a 

Portal 

will begin pulling access for personnel to the restricted portal site 

-
Email 

-Link t 

mail to your functional account. Those who don't have a functional account will create a 

Personal folder on the shared drive with all NS related emails. Folders should be labeled be 

store onto on-HD. 



